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ADJECTIVES IN THE NOMINATIVE CASE    4

Adjectives agree with the nouns that they refer to, according to gender, number and case
Here we are looking at the nominative case, for masculine, feminine, neuter and plural.
The plural is the same for all genders.

êðàñ‰âûé ã‹ðîä a beautiful town
ìîñê‹âñêèé Êðåìëü the Moscow Kremlin
áîëüø‹é äîì a large house
ïîñëˆäíèé òðîëëˆéáóñ the last trolleybus
ð˜ññêàÿ ãðàìì‚òèêà Russian grammar
ð‚ííÿÿ âåñí‚ early spring
×¸ðíîå ì‹ðå the Black Sea
ç‰ìíåå ˜òðî a winter morning
ñ‰íèå ìàø‰íû dark blue cars
èíòåðˆñíûå âðåìåí‚ interesting times

Most adjectives have the masculine singular ending -ûé (or -èé after ã, ê, æ, õ, ÷, ø or ù).
Adjectives with stressed endings have the masculine singular ending -‹é.
“Soft” adjectives have the masculine singular ending -èé, almost always after -í-.
Certain possessive adjectives and òðˆòèé - “the third”, are slightly different.

Stem ending Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
in hard consonant ñò‚ðûé ñò‚ðàÿ ñò‚ðîå ñò‚ðûå

í‹âûé í‹âàÿ í‹âîå í‹âûå
(stressed endings) ìîëîä‹é ìîëîä‚ÿ ìîëîä‹å ìîëîä›å

in -ã, -ê, -õ ò‰õèé ò‰õàÿ ò‰õîå ò‰õèå

in -æ, -÷, -ø, -ù ñâˆæèé ñâˆæàÿ ñâˆæåå ñâˆæèå
in -ã, -ê, -õ, -æ, -÷, -ø, -ù
(stressed endings) áîëüø‹é áîëüø‚ÿ áîëüø‹å áîëüø‰å

Soft adjectives ñ‰íèé ñ‰íÿÿ ñ‰íåå ñ‰íèå

á‹æèé á‹æèé á‹æüÿ á‹æüå á‹æüè
(and certain other possessive adjectives, and òðˆòèé - “the third”)

Most soft adjectives end in -íèé
Adjectives for time and the seasons:

âåñˆííèé, ëˆòíèé, îñˆííèé, ç‰ìíèé spring, summer, autumn, winter
˜òðåííèé, âå÷ˆðíèé morning, evening
ñåã‹äíÿøíèé, ç‚âòðàøíèé, â÷åð‚øíèé today’s, tomorrow’s, yesterday’s
ð‚ííèé, ï‹çäíèé, ïðˆæíèé, äðˆâíèé early, late, former, ancient
ïîñëˆäíèé last (in a series)

Adjectives for location:
âˆðõíèé, í‰æíèé, âí˜òðåííèé, ä‚ëüíèé upper, lower, interior, distant
äîì‚øíèé, ïåðˆäíèé, ç‚äíèé, êð‚éíèé home, front, rear, extreme / on the edge

Others:
ñðˆäíèé, ‰ñêðåííèé, ë‰øíèé, average, sincere, spare
ñ‰íèé, ê‚ðèé dark blue, brown (of eyes)

In questions, the word for “what” or “what sort of” is êàê‹é
Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
êàê‹é êàê‚ÿ êàê‹å êàê‰å
Êàê‚ÿ ó âàñ ìàø‰íà? What sort of car do you have?
Á‚áóøêà, êàê‰å ó âàñ áîëüø‰å ç˜áû! Grandma, what big teeth you have!

See section 82 for
the declension of
adjectives.
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Usually the adjective precedes the noun that it refers to, but not in menus
ìîñê‹âñêèé ñàë‚ò Moscow salad (when you say it)

càë‚ò ìîñê‹âñêèé Moscow salad (in the menu)

Adjectives can be formed from most Russian surnames that do not end in -ñêèé, -èé or -îé,
and from the names of towns and regions. They have a small letter, unless used as a place name.

Ï˜øêèí ï˜øêèíñêàÿ ïî¬ìà a Pushkin poem
Ëˆíèí Ëˆíèíñêèé ïðîñïˆêò Lenin Avenue
Ñèá‰ðü ñèá‰ðñêèå ïåëüìˆíè Siberian pelmeny
Âîëãîãð‚ä Âîëãîãð‚äñêèé çàâ‹ä the Volgograd factory

Possessive adjectives from names
Possessive adjectives derived from words for family members and from names (usually diminutives)
have nominative singular endings in -èí or -îâ. If formed from names they have a capital letter.
See section 83 for their declension.

Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
ï‚ïèí ï‚ïèíà ï‚ïèíî ï‚ïèíû daddy’s

Ëƒäèí äµäÿ Lyuda’s uncle
äµäèíî ïèñüì‹ uncle’s letter
êðîêîä‰ëîâû ñë¸çû crocodile tears

Certain possessive adjectives, including those for animals, as well as the ordinal number òðˆòèé,
have a unique soft declension (section 82).

á‹æèé god’s ñîá‚÷èé dog’s â‹ë÷èé wolf’s òðˆòèé the third

Most countries have adjectives in -ñêèé àíãë‰éñêèé, èñï‚íñêèé, ð˜ññêèé
Many abstract concepts have adjectives in -è÷åñêèé äåìîêðàò‰÷åñêèé, ñòðàòåã‰÷åñêèé

Many trees, bushes and flowers have adjectives with the ending -îâûé, -åâûé or -¸âûé
áåð¸çîâûé   birch (adj.) ñèðˆíåâûé   lilac (adj.) âèøí¸âûé   cherry (adj.)

The ending -â‚òûé on certain adjectives renders “-ish” or “a bit”
òðóäíîâ‚òûé âîïð‹ñ a ticklish question
òÿæåëîâ‚òûé ÷åìîä‚í quite a heavy suitcase

The adjective “free” in English has different meanings
that are rendered by different adjectives in Russian.

ñâîá‹äíûé ñò‹ëèê a free table
ñâîá‹äíûé ÷åëîâˆê a free person
áåñïë‚òíûé áèëˆò a free ticket

These are adjectives that are used as nouns. They have adjectival endings and decline as adjectives.
ðàá‹÷èé, ó÷¸íûé, çíàê‹ìûé worker, scientist, acquaintance
â‚ííàÿ, ãîñò‰íàÿ, ñòîë‹âàÿ, ïðèõ‹æàÿ bathroom, lounge, dining room, hall
áë‰ííàÿ, á˜ëî÷íàÿ, ïàðèêì‚õåðñêàÿ pancake shop, baker’s, hairdresser’s
æèâ‹òíîå, íàñåê‹ìîå animal, insect
øàìï‚íñêîå, ìîð‹æåíîå champagne, ice-cream
ïð‹øëîå, íàñòîµùåå, á˜äóùåå, ñò‚ðîå, í‹âîå the past, present, future, the old, the new
ñóùåñòâ‰òåëüíîå, ïðèëàã‚òåëüíîå noun, adjective
÷àåâ›å, ë¸ãêèå a tip / tips (money for tea!), lungs
ä‚ííûå, íàë‰÷íûå (colloquial) data, cash
âûõîäí‹é, ïðîõ‹æèé, ñâÿò‹é day off, passer-by, Saint

ADJECTIVAL NOUNS    5
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Adjectives in the nominative case          Óïðàæíˆíèÿ

1. Fill in the gaps with adjectives from the list without changing any endings

à. ________________ ãîñò‰íèöû ê. ________________ ôëàã

á. ________________ ̃ òðî ë. ________________ èíñòðóìˆíòû

â. ________________ ôàêò

ã. ________________ æˆíùèíà

ä. ________________ ðóá‚øêà

å. ________________ äèðˆêòîð

æ. ________________ âîä‚

ç. ________________ êàí‰êóëû

è. ________________ ïðåäëîæˆíèå

ãåíåð‚ëüíûé  -  æ¸ëòàÿ  -  èíòåðˆñíûé  -  êð‚ñíûé  -  ëˆòíèå  -  ìîñê‹âñêèå
ìîëîä‚ÿ  -  ìóçûê‚ëüíûå  -  ïèòüåâ‚ÿ  -  ð‚ííåå  -  ñåêðˆòíîå

áîëüí‹é

âåñ¸ëûé

âê˜ñíûé

ãàçèð‹âàííûé

æ¸ëòûé

çåë¸íûé

èíäóñòðè‚ëüíûé

èíòåðˆñíûé

èñòîð‰÷åñêèé

êð‚ñíûé

ëþá‰òåëüñêèé

ìåòàëë‰÷åñêèé

ìîñê‹âñêèé

ïîñëˆäíèé

ïð‚âèëüíûé

ð˜ññêèé

ñåðä‰òûé

ñîâðåìˆííûé

ñò‚ðûé

òðàã‰÷åñêèé

˜ìíûé

õîë‹äíûé

öåíòð‚ëüíûé

÷ˆõîâñêèé

àâò‹áóñ

âîä‚

âîïð‹ñ

ã‹ðîä

êàðò‹øêà

êí‰ãà

êð›øà

ìˆáåëü

ìóæ÷‰íà

ìóçˆé

îòâˆò

ïàðê

ïˆñíÿ

ïüˆñà

ðåá¸íîê

ð›íîê

ñîá›òèå

ñòðàí‰öà

ñòóäˆíò

ñóâåí‰ð

òàêñ‰

òå‚òð

ôîòîãð‚ôèÿ

ùè Æ¸ëòûå ñòðàí‰öû

5

2. Which of the adjectives can be paired with which of the nouns?
Change the endings as needed
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3. Choose captions for the pictures

à.  ____________________ á.  ____________________

â.  ______________________

     ______________________

ã.  __________________________ ä.  ___________________
å.  __________________

æ.  __________________________

4. Find more examples
Find six adjectives that can be combined with each of the following nouns.
âîä‚  -  âîïð‹ñ  -  êí‰ãà  -  ñòðàí‚  -  ïðåäëîæˆíèå

ç.  __________________________ è.  _______________________________

Áë‰ííàÿ íà Àðá‚òå  -  Ãðóç‰íñêèé âåòåð‚í
Ãð˜ñòíàÿ ñîá‚êà  -  Äåðåâµííûé äîì
Ë‰ïîâàÿ àëëˆÿ  -  Î÷åíü äë‰ííûé ìîñò
Ïðîôåññèîí‚ëüíûå ó÷‰òåëüíèöû
Ð˜ññêîå øàìï‚íñêîå  -  Ìîð‹æåíîå â ÃÓÌå
Õîð‹øàÿ ó÷åí‰öà

ê.  _______________________________


